THE  REBUILDING   OF   LONDON
Thus, when the survey was abandoned, and it became
possible to review the general question of the rebuilding, two
of the issues were ready for the consideration of Parliament,
and the City had made some progress towards plans for its own
new buildings.1 But the most difficult matters were untouched.
The Commissioners had worked out regulations for the new
houses, but the new streets were not decided upon, the question
of church rebuilding was untouched and the problem of find-
ing labour for so gigantic an undertaking was unsolved. No
measures had been devised to stop migration, no places had
been found for those noisome trades which Charles had pro-
mised to ban from the rebuilt city, and, above all, no source had
been discovered for the great sums which would have to be ex-
pended if a tithe of what had been promised was to be fulfilled.
The work which had been done was as nothing to the work
which remained to be done.
The members of the main rebuilding committee arriving at
eight o'clock on the mornings of one of the severest winters
men could remember must have wondered bitterly whether
their task would ever be finished. 'Constantly warned by
Ticketts' they attended three times a week, struggling, with
the help of counsel and artificers, to produce a plan under
which London would not only be rebuilt but be made 'greater
and fairer than ever before*. Despite the cold they worked hard
for, on November 3Oth, their draft was ready for the considera-
tion of the Common Council. How far it was there altered we
cannot tell, but the fact that nineteen of the clauses form a
reasonably consecutive series and that the last four have ob-
viously been added suggests that the changes were mainly
supplementary. Nor can the debate have been long, for
approval was given on the same day, and orders issued for the
committee to confer with counsel for the conversion of the
1 Various committees were dealing with temporary repairs to the main buildings,
and a special court was held each week by the Aldermen to 'devise and consider* the
rebuilding of the Guildhall, gates, prisons and other public works of the city. The
holding of this court was first ordered on November 6th when the organization of
temporary offices, prisons and law courts had been completed*
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